Key Expressions

NICE TO MEET YOU

Las Expresiones Claves (lahs ehk-spreh-see-‘oh-nehs ‘klah-vehs)

Spanish is full of common expressions that are used regularly in normal conversations. A lot can

be communicated simply by saying a few short phrases. Regardless of your situation, these

basic expressions are a must for every Spanish learner. Interject one of these whenever it is

appropriate.

Bear in mind that some idiomatic expressions cannot be translated word for word. Therefore,

try to memorize each phrase as a string of words.

Hi!
Good morning!
Good afternoon!

Good evening!/Good night!

Welcome!
Good-bye!

See you later!
How are you?
Fine, thanks!
Very good!

And you?

Me, too!

What’s happening?
Nothing much!
Nice to meet you!
Same to you!
Have a nice day!
Don’t worry.
Good idea.

| see.

| think so.

maybe
okay/more or less
Ready?

Sure.

iHola! (‘oh-lah)

iBuenos dias! (‘bweh-nohs ‘dee-ahs)

iBuenas tardes! (‘bweh-nahs ‘tahr-dehs)

iBuenas noches! (‘bweh-nahs ‘noh-chehs)
iBienvenidos! (‘bee-ehn veh-‘nee-dohs)

iAdids! (ah-dee-‘ohs) iCon permiso! (kone pehr-‘mee-soh) iYa me
voy! (yah meh voy) iCuidate! (‘kwee-dah-teh) iCuidese!
iHasta luego! (‘ah-stah loo-‘eh-goh)

¢Como esta? (‘koh-moh eh-‘stah) éQué tal? (keh tahl)
iBien, gracias! (‘bee-ehn ‘grah-see-ahs)

iMuy bien! (‘moo-ee ‘bee-ehn)

¢Y usted? (ee oo-‘stehd)

iYo tambien! (yoh tahm-bee-‘ehn)

¢Qué pasa? (‘keh ‘pah-sah)

iSin novedad! (‘seen noh-veh-‘dahd)

iMucho gusto! (‘moo-choh ‘goo-stoh)

ilgualmente! (ee-gwahl-‘mehn-teh)

iQue le vaya bien! (keh leh vay-yah bee-‘ehn)

No se preocupe. (noh seh preh-oh-‘koo-peh)

Buena idea. (‘bweh-nah ee-‘deh-ah)

Ya veo. (yah ‘veh-oh)

Creo que si. (‘kreh-oh keh see)

quizas (kee-‘sahs)

mas 0 menos. (mahs oh ‘meh-nohs)

éListo? (‘lee-stoh)

Claro. (‘klah-roh)
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Yes!
Congratulations!
Good luck!
Happy birthday!
Bless you!
That’s great!
Excuse me!

I’'m sorry!
Please!

Thanks a lot!
You’re welcome!
sick

sad

bad

happy
tired

iSi! (see)

iFelicitaciones! (feh-‘lee-see-tah-see-‘oh-nehs)
iBuena suerte! (‘bweh-nah ‘swehr-teh)

iFeliz cumpleafios! (feh-‘lees koom-pleh-‘ah-nyohs)
iSalud! (sah-‘lood)

iQué bueno! (keh ‘bweh-noh)

(if you cough or sneeze) iPerdon! (pehr-‘dohn)

(if you need someone’s attention) jDisculpe! (dees-‘kool-peh)
iLo siento! (loh see-‘ehn-toh)

iPor favor! (pohr fah-‘vohr)

iMuchas gracias! (‘moo-chahs ‘grah-see-ahs)

iDe nada! (deh ‘nah-dah)

enfermo/a (ehn-‘fehr-moh)

triste (‘tree-steh)

mal (mahl)

feliz (feh-lees)

cansado/a (kan-‘sah-doh)

Do You Speak Spanish?

¢Habla Usted Espaiiol? (‘ah-blah oo-‘stehd eh-spah-‘nyohl)

Once you finish with the greetings and common courtesies, you will face the inevitable problem

of not being able to understand one another. To make things easier, try to pronounce a few of

these one-liners. They send the message that you are doing the best you can. Seriously consider

posting these expressions nearby. They can help you out if you ever get into trouble.

What?

Again.

Please repeat.

How do you say it?
How do you spell it?
What does it mean?
| don’t understand.
I’m learning Spanish.

| speak a little Spanish.
More slowly.

Word by word.

Thanks for your patience.

éQué? (keh)

Otra vez. (‘oh-trah vehs)

Repita, por favor. (reh-‘pee-tah, pohr-fah-‘vohr)

¢Como se dice? (‘koh-moh seh ‘dee-seh)

¢Como se deletrea? (‘koh-moh seh deh-leh-‘treh-ah)

¢Qué significa? (keh seeg-nee-‘fee-kah)

No entiendo. (noh ehn-tee-‘ehn-doh)

Estoy aprendiendo espanol. (eh-‘stoy ah-prehn-dee-‘ehn-doh
eh-spah-‘nyohl)

Hablo poquito espaiiol (‘ah-bloh poh-‘kee-toh eh-spah-‘nyohl)
Mas despacio. (mahs deh-‘spah-see-oh)

Palabra por palabra. (pah-‘lah-brah pohr pah-‘lah-brah)
Gracias por su paciencia. (‘grah-see-ahs pohr soo pah-see-‘ehn-
see ah)
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What Day?
¢Qué dia? (keh ‘dee-ah)

The following Spanish words will allow you to say things about the school schedule. The days of
the week function as one-word responses to “when” questions.

The days of the week Los dias de la semana (lohs ‘dee-ahs deh lah seh-‘mah-nah)
Monday lunes (‘loo-nehs)

Tuesday martes (‘mahr-tehs)

Wednesday miércoles (mee-‘ehr-koh-lehs)

Thursday jueves (hoo-‘eh-vehs)

Friday viernes (vee-‘ehr-nehs)

Saturday sabado (‘sah-bah-doh)

Sunday domingo (doh-‘meen-goh)

When is there school? é¢Cuando hay escuela? (‘kwahn-doh ‘ah-ee eh-‘skweh-lah)
When is the class? éCuando es la clase? (‘kwahn-doh ehs lah ‘klah-seh)

Check Your Learning

Connect each phrase with its appropriate response:

iMuchas gracias! (‘moo-chahs ‘grah-see-ahs) Claro. (‘klah-roh)

¢Como esta? (‘koh-moh eh-‘stah) iSin novedad! (‘seen noh-veh-‘dahd)
iMucho gusto! (‘moo-choh ‘goo-stoh) iDe nada! (deh ‘nah-dah)

iAh-choo! (ah-‘choo) iBien, gracias! (‘bee-ehn ‘grah-see-ahs)
éListo? (‘lee-stoh) ilgualmente! (ee-gwahl-‘mehn-teh)

¢Qué pasa? (‘keh ‘pah-sah) iMuchas gracias! (‘moo-chahs ‘grah-see-ahs)
iPor favor! (pohr fah-‘vohr) iSalud! (sah-Tood)
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More Practice

Practice this dialogue with a friend:
iHola! (‘oh-lah)

¢Como esta? (‘koh-moh eh-‘stah)

iYo tambien! (yoh tahm-bee-‘ehn)

miércoles (mee-‘ehr-koh-lehs)

iDe nada! (deh ‘nah-dah)

iQue le vaya bien! (keh leh vay-yah bee-‘ehn)

iBuenos dias! (‘bweh-nohs ‘dee-ahs)

iBien, gracias! (‘bee-ehn ‘grah-see-ahs)
¢Y usted? (ee oo-‘stehd)

éCuando es la clase? (‘kwahn-doh ehs lah
‘klah-seh)

iMuchas gracias! (‘moo-chahs ‘grah-see-
ahs)

iHasta luego! (‘ah-stah loo-‘eh-goh)
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